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SUBJECT: THAI FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT TO BURMA 
REF: RANGOON 0233 

SUMMARY: MFA OFFICIAL'S VIEWS OF FM UPPADIT'S VISIT TO BURMA 
LAST WEEK WERE MORE UPBEAT THAN THOSE EVIDENTLY HELD BY BURMESE 
(REFTEL). THAI PURPORT TO HOPE THAT SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND TO 
FISHING DISPUTES AND THAT RELATIONS WITH BURMA WILL IMPROVE 
THROUGH JOINT WORKING GROUP WHICH MFA OFFICIAL SAID WILL BE 
SET UP DURING VISIT TO BANGKOK BY BURMESE FOREIGN AND DEFENSE 
MINISTERS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBOFF ON FEB 1 DISCUSSED RECENT VISIT TO BURMA BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER UPPADIT WITH MFA OFFICIAL WHO ACCOMPANIED FM ON TRIP. 

MFA OFFICIAL HAD LITTLE TO ADD TO INFORMATION REPORTED REFTEL, 

BUT REFLECTED MORE OPTIMISTIC (AND PROBABLY LESS REALISTIC) VIEWS 
THAN BURMESE EVIDENTLY HOLD REGARDING VISIT. HE CAME AWAY, 

FOR EXAMPLE, CONVINCED THAT SOME SORE TO JOINT COMMITTEE TO 
WORK OUT BORDER AND FISHING PROBLEMS WOULD BE SET UP UPON 
RETURN VISIT BY GUB FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTERS. HE 

SAID THAT NO DETAILS ABOUT COMPOSITION OF JOINT WORKING 
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GROUP HAD BEEN AGREED UPON DURING RANGOON VISIT, BUT DREW 
DISTINCTION, AS DID UPPADIT IN REMARKS TO THE PRESS, BETWEEN 
THIS NEW GROUP AND THE ALREADY ESTABLISHED JOINT BORDER 
COMMITTEE. 

2. RE FISHING DISPUTES, MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAILAND REMAINS 
HOPEFUL THAT SOME SORT OF ACCOMMODATION CAN BE MADE WHEREBY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THAI FISHERMEN ARE ABLE TO WORK BURMESE WATERS AND REMIT 
TAX TO GUB FOR FISHING RIGHTS. HE ALSO SAID THAT THAILAND 
IS PREPARED TO PURCHASE FISH FROM BURMESE FISHERMEN 
(REMARKING THAT BURMESE DIET IS NOT AS FISH-ORIENTED AS IS THE 
THAI), AND THAILAND HAD PROPOSED BUYING BACK THE THAI FISHING 
TRAWLERS BEING HELF BY THE BURMESE. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE BURMESE HAD NOT SHOWN ANY INTEREST IN LETTING THAILAND 
BUY BACK THE VESSELS AND SAID THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND 
THE BURMESE VIEWPOINT BECAUSE THE TRAWLERS WOULD SIMPLY 
RETURN TO WORK BURMESE WATERS AS SOON AS THEY WERE RELEASED. 

HE ESTIMATED THAT THERE REMAIN BETWEEN 100 AND 150 THAI 
FISHERMEN IMPRISONED IN BURMA. MFA OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED 
THAT THAILAND FEELS IT MUST WORK OUT FISHING AGREEMENTS 
WITH BANGLADESH, INDIA AND SRI LANKA AS WELL AS BURMA BECAUSE 
THAI WATERS CANNOT SUPPORT THE COUNTRY'S SEAFOOD NEEDS, AND 
THAILAND'S ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITIES ARE CREATING INCREASING 
DIFFICULTIES FOR THE RTG. 

3. RE NARCOTICS, MFA OFFICIAL COMMENTED THAT BURMESE 

HAVE DURING PAST YEAR SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED ANTI-NARCOTICS 
ACTIVITIES, A CHANGE OF HEART WHICH HE ATTRIBUTED TO NE 
WIN'S PERSONAL INTEREST FOLLOWING HIS DISCOVERY THAT HIS SON 
WAS AN ADDICT. HE NOTED THAT THAILAND AND BURMA REALLY MUST 
WORK TOGETHER IN THE BORDER AREA IN ORDER TO MAKE ANY SIZEABLE 
IMPACT AGAINST TRAFFICKERS, BUT ADDED THAT THE BORDER SITUATION 
"IS VERY COMPLEX". NARCOTICS AND OTHER SMUGGLING WOULD, NEVERTHELESS 
BE SUBJECTS TO BE DISCUSSED BY THE PROPOSED WORKING GROUP. 

4. COMMENT: WE AGREE WITH AMEMBASSY RANGOON'S ASSESSMENT 
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THAT ANTI-GUB INSURGENTS ARE PRIMARY STUMBLING BLOCK 
TO IMPROVED COOPERATION BETWEEN THAILAND AND BURMA. THAI, 
NEVERTHELESS, EVIDENTLY WANT RELATIONS AT LEAST TO IMPROVE 
AS A RESULT OF THE UPPADIT VISIT, AND MFA OFFICIAL WAS CON- 
VINCED THAT THAI EXPECT SOMETHING TO COME OF THEIR JOING WORKING 
GROUP PROPOSAL. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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